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1834.]                         RISE OF THE 'WHIG PIETY.

though a trifling one, to indorsing your note. You know "what stories
have been circulated (and nowhere more diligently than in ITew Hamp-
shire) of my pecuniary obligations to the Bank of the United States, heavy
mortgages, etc., etc. Now, the truth is, that the bank never discounted or
advanced to me a cent in the world, except in the ordinary way as they
have done for others ; and, at this moment, the indorsement of your note,
and one other signed by another gentleman, constitutes nearly, if not en-
tirely, my whole liability to the bank; and, to put an end to such slan-
ders, and to have been enabled myself to say that the bank did not hold
my name for a dollar, I shoiild, perhaps, if you had lived here, have sug-
gested to you the obtaining of some other name instead of my own. But,
as you lived in the country, it might have been inconvenient to you; and,
after all, I suppose there would be just as much libellous matter published,
let the facts be one way or the other. Mr. Frothingham will probably
write you. I hope you will find the rogue that took such liberties with
your name.

" Yours with regard,

" DANL. WEBSTER.
" Hon. Henry Hubbard,
" Charlestown, New Hampshire."

It was at this period that the term " Whigs" sprang into
use, as a designation of that portion of the people who were
opposed to the high prerogative ideas of the executive office
which General Jackson and his friends maintained, and who
sought to uphold the proper functions of the Legislature
against executive encroachments. The party which had sup-
ported Mr. Clay for the presidency in the election of 1832,
known as National Republicans, naturally remained in oppo-
sition to his successful rival. But the name of their party had
never been significant of any well-defined political principles,
and it was no longer suited to the circumstances of the times.
In those circumstances, it was now felt instinctively that, in
the existing struggle between the parties actually arrayed
against each other, and in the principles and doctrines of
those who were in power, there was a peculiar fitness in the
revival of a term which, on both sides of the Atlantic, had
been historically associated with the side of liberty against
the side of power. This revival of the name of "Whigs was
sudden, and it was a spontaneous popular movement. In
progress of time, it enabled the public men who were lead-
ing the opposition to the party of the Administration to con-